Somerville Canvas Bags
This JCR notes:
· About 13 billion plastic bags are given away at shops annually in Britain, and are used on average for only 20 minutes before being discarded
.
· Plastic bags take more than 1000 years to degrade.

· A cotton bag as a replacement for plastic bags would last years.

· 122 canvas bags have already been requested by students using the facebook group “Somerville Canvas Bags”, and further demand is expected from Freshers in Michaelmas 2008, staff, MCR and SCR members.

· If 200 people in Somerville used a cotton bag instead of plastic ones, we would avoid using 60,000 plastic bags
 within one year.
This JCR believes:

· Too many people in Somerville are using plastic bags for their shopping.

· Somerville canvas bags would provide a fun alternative to plastic bags and encourage people to stop using plastic bags.

· The canvas bags would raise awareness to the general public that using plastic bags is a global problem.
· The JCR should encourage and facilitate environmental projects within the college.

This JCR resolves to:

· Order 200 Somerville-themed, fair-trade cotton bags for the purchase of students and staff in Trinity Term 2008.

· Provide a loan of the exact cost of the order, up to a maximum of £500, to be repaid to the JCR as payments for the bags are received.
· Donate any profit from sales to an environmental charity
.

Submitted by: Julia Koskella

Seconded by: Arjun Bhohi
� The Times, Saturday March 1 2008, p. 35.


� 200 people X 300 bags per year average as calculated by http://www.green-england.co.uk/plasticbagpetition


� Each bag is expected to cost £2.32, with the price decreasing for larger orders than the minimum order of 200, but the charge to buy individual bags would be fixed at £2.50, making an expected £36 profit.





